
For I am about to do something new. See, I have already begun! Do you not see it?
I will make a pathway through the wilderness. I will create rivers in the dry 
wasteland. Isaiah 43:19
Whether you’re looking to change up your life with some drastic new beginnings or just thinking 
about getting a new hairdo, for some of us, change of any kind can be a little daunting. Even 
though we know that change is inevitable and usually a positive thing, we are, by nature, creatures 
of habit, so it can take a little prodding to get us to make a big move. The good news is that so 
many people out there have spoken about it and are willing to shed a little insight to give us 

comfort and motivation. God’s Word is always a sure source of encouragement toward growth; it has so much to say on the goodness of 
change and God’s presence is with you every step of the way. Look to His word, and He will offer guidance through uncertain times.

In this 25th annual edition of the The Times, we highlight the changes that have transpired in our lives during the past year – most of 
which are changes that will shape our lives in the years ahead.  We hope you enjoy this milestone 25th edition and happy holidays!

The Times 

The Clock Strikes

Effective July 1 of this year, after 
nearly 38 years with PG&E, 
John entered the retiree world 
when he accepted a voluntary 
separation offer from the utility. 
“With many wonderful 
experiences – both highs and 
lows – and dedicated colleagues, 
I was blessed and will keep 
many fond memories of my time 
there,” said John. 

Happy Trails

Mannie and John ventured to 
Eastern Europe in April to take 
in the sights and the vibes of 
Berlin, Prague, Vienna, Zagreb, 
Budapest, Prague, Krakow, and 
Warsaw.

In late summer, the couple made 
a similar trip to Central Europe, 
with Munich as homebase, 
primarily to experience the 42nd
Passion Play in Oberammergau, 
Germany. The Play was first
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The Passion Play was postponed 
for two years due to the pandemic. 
Only residents of Oberammergau 
are allowed in the production. 

performed in 1634 because of a 
vow made by the villagers that if 
God spared them from the bubonic 
plague sweeping the region, they 
would perform a passion play every 
10 years. 

Mannie said, “The Bavarian region 
provided a lot of history – from 
imperial and medieval times to 
recently as WWII. We enjoyed our 
brief time there, which was 
preceded by a week of relaxed 
sailing on the Danube River.”

John concluded the year with his 
solo travel to Manila, to spend time 
with family and visit a few beaches 
in El Nido on the island of Palawan. 
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Life After PG&E: Giving 
Kids a Boost
John has hooked up with the 
Boost@Haas program, which is 
sponsored by the graduate 
business school at his alma mater 
the University of California, 
Berkeley. He serves as a 
volunteer mentor to 9th and 10th
graders in their workshops for 
college readiness. Areas of focus 
include business plan creation, 
case study presentation, financial 
literacy and the like, for would-
be first-generation collegians 
living in underserved areas.

John also started in his journey to 
better health, with his (almost) 
daily 3-to-5-mile walks, in 
preparation for the Camino de 
Santiago (see 2023 Preview).
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Sparta

Justin earned the most-coveted 
medal in obstacle course racing by 
completing three epic races of 
increasing difficulty. The Spartan 
Trifecta is comprised of the Sprint 
(5K, 20 obstacles), the Super (10K, 
25 obstacles), and the Beast, which 
is a monster 21K course with 30 
obstacles.

Work, Train, Volunteer
Justin continues to live in 
Scottsdale, AZ, and works as the 
Division Lead for TEK Systems’ 
Southwest Region. He has also 
picked up a new role as the 
national lead for TEK’s Inclusion, 
Diversity and Equity program, 
while maintaining his major 
customer account – American 
Express.

Outside of work, Justin trained 
for and completed the Spartan 
Trifecta. He earned his medal by 
completing three different Spartan 
obstacle course races in one 
calendar year. 

In 2023, Justin will continue his 
volunteer work in the Children’s 
Ministry for the Antioch Church 
in Chandler, AZ, and will go on a 
Missions trip to Chiang Mai, a 
city famous for its ancient 
temples in mountainous northern 
Thailand, in the summer.

Thankful… To God Be 
The Glory!
With the the pandemic in the rear-
view, the hospitality industry has

an area near Madrid to Santiago de 
Compostela after touching down in 
Lisbon and Porto. 

Mannie and John will then spend 
some down-time in Kauai, before 
jetting off to Japan – traversing south 
from Tokyo to Kyoto, and then to 
Osaka. Lastly, as a late 30th wedding 
anniversary celebration, the couple 
will return to their honeymoon 
locations in Greece and cruise the 
islands. 

Mannie said, “Retirement will soon 
be on the horizon for me too; it is 
surely something that I am eagerly 
anticipating.”

improved (but not quite) to pre-2020 
levels; however, it has allowed for 
Samantha’s and Antonio’s rehires at 
Asilomar Conference Grounds in the 
Monterey Peninsula. They were also 
able to secure a place they can call 
home in Pacific Grove, CA, which is a 
stone’s throw away from Asilomar and 
in proximity to quality pre-schools 
through high school in the area.

Gabriel turned 3 in August and had a 
celebration with his paternal family. 
With travel restrictions eased and 
boosters completed, the trio visited 
Antonio’s family for the first time in 
Queretaro, Mexico, a suburb outside of 
Mexico City. 

Gabriel also spends a few days with 
“Mamo Mannie” and “Papo John” 
from time to time.

2023 Preview
Mannie and John will take several 
jaunts to various parts of the globe by 
kicking off the travel season with a 
land tour of Turkey, followed by an 
Egyptian adventure, which includes a 
cruise on the Nile River. Then, John 
and Justin will go on a 100K father-son 
hike in northwestern Spain, from 
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